
goes on to state that it is difficult to maintain a

high degree of physical soundness among im-
prisoned men when the cells are unsuitable for
their habitation. He therefore urges that the
state should spend the money which would be
required to improve the condition of these two
worn-out structures upon the erection of one

new central prison on lines of modern and pro-
gressive prison architecture.

Obituaries.
JOSEPH H. CONVERSE, 2D.

The sudden, almost tragic, death of this prom-
ising young man, a fourth-year student at the
Harvard Medical School, deserves more than
passing notice. The son of Mr. Charles H. Con-
verse, of Brookline he entered Harvard in 1897.
While in college he was both a good student and
a good athlete. He ranked well in his studies,
and by his excellence as a hurdler contributed
much to the victory of the Harvard-Yale team
over the Oxford-Cambridge team in England in
1901. After graduating at Harvard College he
entered the medical school and would have taken
his medical degree next June, after a very credit-
able four years' course. He was appointed a
substitute at the Boston City Hospital for a
house officer who was sick, on one of the medical
services. During this brief term of service it
fell to his lot to assist in the care of a Portuguese
patient w7ho entered the hospital with cerebro-
spinal meningitis. He was present at a lumbar
puncture, carried the fluid in a test tube to the
laboratory, and subsequently during three days
assisted in feeding the patient with a nasal tube.
Eight days after first seeing this patient, early
Friday morning, January 20, he had headache
and vomiting; this condition presently improved
to such an extent that he presented himself in
the wards for his morning duties. The symp-
toms, however, shortly returned with great
violence, yielding to no remedies, and he died
within twenty-four hours, early Saturday morn-
ing. The diagnosis of cerebrospinal meningitis
was verified. The original patient is still alive in
a comfortable condition and there is good reason
for anticipating a possible recovery.
This is one of those dispensations, fortunately

rare, which must be accepted as at times inevit-
able in the discharge of his duties by the medical
practitioner. One is taken and the other left.
It emphasizes once again a lesson which the
young and enthusiastic, whether among doctors,
students or nurses, are prone to disregard, the
necessity of constant precautions in dealing with
certain classes of medical cases. We believe it is
generally the young officer or the young soldier
who forgets or declines to seek cover on the
firing line. There are times and circumstances,
•it must be admitted, when risks must be taken
unhesitatingly and precautions may be un-

availing.

Although generally regarded as only very
mildly contagious the mode of origin and of
propagation of the disease to which Mr. Converse
has unhappily fallen a victim, are still involved
in much mystery. Sporadic cases and small
epidemics continue to occur from time to time
under the most inexplicable conditions as to
their origin.

OTIS EUGENE HUNT, M.D.
The death of Dr. Otis Eugene Hunt, at the

age of eighty-two, occurred January 20, at his
home in Newtonville, Mass. He was born in
Sudbury, Mass., July 7, 1822, and, after prelimi-
nary education at several well-known schools, he
was for a short time a student at Wesleyan
University in Middletown, Conn. Later giving
up his studies there on account of his health, he
entered what was then known as the Boylston
Medical College of Boston, and thereafter served
as a house pupil at the Massachusetts General
Hospital. He was one of the physicians present
at the first demonstration of ether. In 1848
he was admitted to the Massachusetts Medical
Society, and at about that time settled in Weston,
where he continued to practice until the end of
the Civil War. Later he removed to Waltham,
and finally, his active work being interrupted by
ill health, to Newtonville, where he built up a

large practice. In 1883 he retired, turning
over his practice to his. son, Dr. William Otis
Hunt. In addition to his life as a practitioner
of medicine, he was connected with the school
committee inWeston and inWaltham, for several
years was secretary of the South District Medical
Society, and closely associated with the Newton
Hospital Medical Board from its foundation.

Miscellany.
MEDICAL NOMINATIONS FOR THE HALL OF

FAME.
At the first meeting of the Council of the Hall

of Fame, in connection with the University of
New York, held in 1900, only 29 names received
the required majority (51) of the votes cast.
Among these there was no physician. The second
regular election occurs this year, 1905, when 26
more names should be elected to fill that addi-
tional number of panels. Only persons born in
the United States, and now dead ten or more
years, are eligible for nomination.
The Western Medical I Review, in an editorial

in its current issue, proposes the nomination of
five physicians, all of whom it considers well
deserve the honor of an election.
" 1. Benjamin Rush, of whom at the time of his

death it was said, ' The name of Dr. Rush gave a
splendor to the American character and greatly added
to its reputation throughout the republic of letters.
His works are read coextensively with the language in
which they are written. He has been one of the most

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at LATROBE UNIVERSITY on July 23, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


